KS2
Article 24: “You have the
right to the best health care
possible … and information
to help you stay well.”
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Learning from home?
Here are some ideas of how to get the most out of this lesson if you are at
home and not at school today:

1

Ask an adult to help you call a friend. Could you arrange a
video call so you can do some of the activities together?

2

Why not try teaching a family member about the topic?
Can you explain the topic to them?

3

Ask someone in your family the VoteTopic question. Is their
opinion the same as yours?

At the end of this lesson, click on this image (or
click here) to record your vote and leave a
comment. We can’t wait to hear from you!
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Feedback: “Does the modern world make it
harder for diseases to spread?”
We had lots of fantastic comments last week – can you spot one from your school?

53.1%

46.9%
“So many people are
mixing now that it is
much easier for diseases
to spread.”

“We think that germs spread easily. The reason for
this is that each day we are around a large amount
of people. This means there is an increased
likelihood that someone will have an illness or
some type of germ on them. Therefore, there is a
higher chance of becoming ill.”

“No, because although we would be able to know about it
quicker, we aren't doctors so we don't know the symptoms
well enough and people might panic and buy things they
don't need or still meet people when they are ill.”
“Now even when a virus
like this is happening, we
can use the internet so
there is less physical
contact.”

See the next slide
for even more
comments!
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Feedback: “Does the modern world make it
harder for diseases to spread?”
“The internet has made it easier to share advice
and keep it quarantined.”
"We thought it was
very difficult to vote
this week because
there are strong
arguments for both!
It is harder to spread
because we have
better medicines
and understanding
of disease, but it is
easier to spread
because of how we
travel across the
world more easily.“

46.9%

“It is definitely harder to
spread germs because of
medicine.”

“I think this is very important. This is
because there are many things that
can affect us around the world and
we need to keep ourselves safe
from germs, etc…”

53.1%

For a chance to see your comments here in a few
weeks’ time, ask your teacher to email your
thoughts to amy@votesforschools.com!
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Starter: Have you heard?
Over the last few weeks, there has been a lot of talk about the
new Coronavirus, but how much of it is true?

Stand up! (5-10 mins)
Take a look at the statements on the next
few slides. If you think they are fact, move
to the left side of your class. If you think they
are fake, move to the right side. Then, click
to see if you are correct!

Fact

Fake
Not in the classroom?
Discuss your opinions with someone you live with!
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Starter: Have you heard?
I heard that you can get coronavirus by touching
a Chinese person.

This is fake. You can catch the virus from
somebody that already has it. Once that person
has recovered, they cannot pass it on anymore.
Anyone can get the virus.

Fact

Fake
Not in the classroom?
Discuss your opinions with someone you live with!
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Starter: Have you heard?
I heard that Coronavirus is just like normal flu. We
should all stop worrying and carry on as normal.

This is fake. We know a lot about seasonal
influenza (the flu) and how to treat it. This is a
new virus that we do not know much about yet.

Fact

Fake
Not in the classroom?
Discuss your opinions with someone you live with!
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Starter: Have you heard?
I heard that you shouldn’t leave your house at all
(even to go to school or work) until there’s a cure
for the new Coronavirus.

This is fake. The Government are only asking
older people or people who are already ill to
stay at home. Experts don’t think there will be a
vaccine for the virus for another year.

Fact

Fake
Not in the classroom?
Discuss your opinions with someone you live with!
©VotesForSchools2020

Starter: Have you heard?
I heard that if you get Coronavirus you will die.

This is fake. Most people who get the virus will
recover in two weeks. However, people who are
older or already ill might not be able to fight it as
easily.

Fact

Fake
Not in the classroom?
Discuss your opinions with someone you live with!
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Starter: Have you heard?
I heard that the best way to stop the spread of all
germs is to wash your hands with soap and use a
tissue when you cough or sneeze.

This is fact. Washing your hands with soap, using
hand sanitiser and catching coughs and sneezes
in tissues stops the virus from spreading and
keeps other safe.

Fact

Fake
Not in the classroom?
Discuss your opinions with someone you live with!
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Do communities become stronger in a
crisis?

Teacher’s Note:
This lesson makes reference to the world’s reaction to COVID-19.
Please see the assembly for more general information about the virus.

Crisis:
A difficult or
dangerous situation.
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Our learning journey for this week!
Starter: Have
you heard?

Why are
we talking
about this?

How do
communities
support
each other?

A supportive
community?

Vote!

What is
community?

Ext: Let’s talk
about it…
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Why are we talking about this?
As you know, a new type of Coronavirus was discovered in November, called
COVID-19. Since then, it has spread to many different countries, including here
in the UK!

This map shows which countries
have patients with the virus.
Because the virus is very new, experts are finding out more about it every day,
and lots of information is being shared online. However, as you saw earlier, not
all of that information is true!
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Why are we talking about this?
Here in the UK, the Government worked hard to
delay the virus from reaching the UK. However, a few
weeks ago, the Government said that it was moving
to a new strategy - to contain it as much as possible.

This means that they are asking everyone to avoid
public places such as restaurants and cinemas, as
well as asking lots of people to work at home to try
and stop the virus from spreading.

Older people and people with the virus are being
told to stay at home. The Government has also said
that schools will have to close for a while and more
people might need to stay at home if the virus
continues spreading.
With all the worry and confusion, communities are starting to act in different ways –
but are they becoming stronger, or pulling apart?
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Our learning journey for this week!
Starter: Have
you heard?

Why are
we talking
about this?

How do
communities
support
each other?

A supportive
community?

Vote!

What is
community?

Ext: Let’s talk
about it…
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What is community?
Communities are all
around us! There are large
communities, like the town
or city you live in, and
smaller communities like
your class at school or a
club you go to.

Hands up! (2-5 mins)
On the next few slides you
are going to see examples
of different communities. Put
your hand up if you are part
of a community like this!

Not in the classroom?
Look through all the slides and write down all of the communities you are
part of. Can you think of any more?
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What is community?

A school community.
Even your class is a small
community, and your
school is a larger one!

Hands up!
Are you part of a
community like this?

Not in the classroom?
Look through all the slides and write down all of the communities you are
part of. Can you think of any more?
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What is community?

A religious community.
You may go to a religious
building, such as a church,
or you might practise your
faith at home.

Hands up!
Are you part of a
community like this?

Not in the classroom?
Look through all the slides and write down all of the communities you are
part of. Can you think of any more?
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What is community?

A school club.
This could be a sport, arts &
crafts, breakfast or
homework club!

Hands up!
Are you part of a
community like this?

Not in the classroom?
Look through all the slides and write down all of the communities you are
part of. Can you think of any more?
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What is community?

A club outside of school.
This could be Cubs,
Brownies, or a even a
tutoring group!

Hands up!
Are you part of a
community like this?

Not in the classroom?
Look through all the slides and write down all of the communities you are
part of. Can you think of any more?
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What is community?

An online community.
For example, you might
play online games or
learning with people
online.

Hands up!
Are you part of a
community like this?

Challenge:
Are there any more communities that you can think of?
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How do communities support each other?
Discussion (5-10 mins)
Now that you know which communities you are
part of, think about how that community helps
you. In pairs, choose one question to ask each
other. Then, feed back your answers to your class.

2 Can you think of

1

What is your
favourite thing
about a
community you
are part of?

a time that being
part of a
community has
helped you?

3

What would life
be like if you
were not part of
any
communities?

Not in the classroom?
Why not ask someone else these questions? Are their answers the same as yours?
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How do communities support each other?
In a normal situation, there are many different ways that communities can
support each other. For example, in your local community you can:

Buy from and
work in local
shops &
businesses

Use local
services, like
health & social
care

Go to
community
clubs & support
groups

Discussion (3-5 mins)
The Government has asked
everybody to help their communities
during the Coronavirus crisis. What do
you think they mean?

Get to know
others and be
kind to one
another!

Not in the
classroom?
Discuss the
question with a
family member!
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A supportive community?
All across the world, people are reacting in different ways to the
Coronavirus outbreak….

Vote with your thumbs! (5-10 mins)
On the next few slides you are going to see
how some different communities have
responded to the Coronavirus crisis. For each
one, use your thumbs to show whether they
are supporting the community or not.

Yes! This is
supportive.

No! This not
supportive.

Not in the classroom?
Ask an adult or sibling to do this activity with you. Are your answers the same?
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A supportive community?
0:000:32

Last week, Greece began to close
schools, businesses and many shops
as more people were infected with
the virus.
On 15th March, people all over
Greece stood on their balconies or in
their gardens and clapped to show
they appreciate how hard their
doctors and nurses are working.
Click the image to watch a video of
their appreciation!

Does this show a
supportive
community?

https://safeshare.tv/x/48LmOjuAbyM

Yes! This is
supportive.

No! This not
supportive.
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A supportive community?
0:000:17

On 9th March, French basketball
player Rudy Gobert laughed about
the virus and touched lots of
microphones during an interview.
Lots of people were very angry
about his behaviour.
Click the image to watch it happen.

Yes! This is
supportive.

No! This not
supportive.
https://safeshare.tv/x/lYC6oQIAzbI

Afterwards, he found out he did
have Coronavirus and apologised for
his actions. He also donated some
money to help look after others.

Does this show a
supportive
community?
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A supportive community?
0:000:35

Italy has more than 17,000 cases of
Coronavirus and was placed into
quarantine on 8th March. This means
that people who live there are not
allowed to leave their house unless
they need to buy food or medicine.
All other places have been shut.

Last week, all over Italy, people stood
on their balconies singing songs and
playing musical instruments to cheer
each other up during the quarantine.
Yes! This is
supportive.

Click the image to watch a video of
the celebration!
Does this show a
supportive
community?
https://safeshare.tv/x/DDRiINXik00

No! This not
supportive.
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A supportive community?
Also in the UK, lots of people have
been offering to help vulnerable
people in their communities.
Many people have printed these
cards and posted them to
neighbours, offering to buy their
shopping or phone them if they are
feeling lonely.

Yes! This is
supportive.

No! This not
supportive.

Other people have also given away
things for free (such as spare nappies
or soap), offered to walk each others
dogs or just been kind to each other!
Does this show a
supportive
community?
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A supportive community?
While the UK is not in quarantine like
Italy, many people are worried
about what will happen next. Some
of these people rushed to shops to
buy food and other things to stock
up in their house.
Unfortunately, this meant shops ran
out before everyone could get more
supplies of what they need.

Shops are now limiting how many
items people can buy, such as two
bottles of soap per person.
Does this show a
supportive
community?

Yes! This is
supportive.

No! This not
supportive.
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Do communities become stronger in a
crisis?
Yes
•

•

•

•

Many people join together in a crisis
to support those who are most
vulnerable, like old people and
people who already have illnesses.
When we have a shared problem, it
brings us together because we all
want to fight it.
Most people are doing what they
can to stop the spread of the virus
and keep people around them safe.
There are lots of examples of
communities joining together to help
when they usually wouldn’t.

No
•

•

•

•

The fact that people are buying
extra supplies that they don’t need
proves that many people only think
of themselves in a crisis.
Some people don’t take these things
seriously, which has meant other
people are put at risk.
Arguing in these situations divides
communities as people look for
someone to blame.
Not everyone is following advice and
doing what’s best, meaning the
situation may get worse.
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Ext.: Let’s talk about it…
At the moment, people in the UK are being told to work at home if they
can and avoid public places, but what if we are told to “lockdown” too?

Are you worried
about the
Coronavirus? Why/
why not?

How would you
feel if the UK put
into lockdown?

Class discussion
(5-10 mins)
Discuss the following
questions as a class or
family. What advice can
you give to each other?

If we go into
lockdown, who will
you miss seeing?
How will you keep
in touch?

Is there anything
else you want to
learn about the
virus?

Lockdown:
A situation in which people are not allowed to enter or leave a place.
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Call to Action

Quick idea

Plan your day!
Now schools are shut, how will you
carry on learning? Why not make a
timetable showing how much time
you will spend learning. How will
you spend the rest of your time?

Get to know your neighbours
Is there anyone living near you who
could need some extra help? Why not
ask an adult if you can pop a note
through their door to see if they would
like some assistance with shopping,
gardening or delivering post?

Big idea
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You can vote from home at…

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HWMWS6Q

To have your voice heard!
If you have any issues, feedback or comments, email
amy@votesforschools.com!
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Coronavirus: advice for pupils & parents
The main advice from the NHS is to
stay at home if you have Coronavirus
symptoms. They recommend staying
at home for 7 days if:

1

You have a high temperature – you
feel hot on your chest or back

2

You have a new, continuous cough –
you have started coughing a lot
What to do:
• Cover your mouth & nose with a
tissue or sleeve (not your hands)
when you cough or sneeze
• Put tissues in the bin straight away
after you have used them
• Wash your hands with soap &
water often – use hand sanitiser
gel if you can’t find soap & water
• Try to avoid close contact with
unwell people

The NHS 111 online Coronavirus
service should only be used if:
• You feel you cannot cope with
your symptoms at home
• Your condition gets worse
• Your symptoms do not get better
after 7 days
Please note: Only call 111 if you
cannot get help online.

What not to do:
• Touch your eyes, nose or mouth if
your hands are not clean
• Leave the house for 7 days if you
have been in close contact with
someone who definitely has the
Coronavirus
• Go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or
hospital if you think you may have
the virus
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