
Curriculum Intent
At North Mead Primary Academy, our curriculum is ambitious, inclusive and designed to give every child the knowledge, skills, experiences and confidence they need to succeed.
Our curriculum reflects our commitment to Every Child. Every Lesson. Every Day. We have high expectations for all pupils and believe that disadvantage, additional need or starting point should never determine the limits of a child's curriculum.
Our Curriculum Statement
We want every child at North Mead to know more, remember more and be able to do more.
Our curriculum is carefully sequenced so that important knowledge and skills build progressively from the Early Years to Year 6. Pupils revisit and deepen key ideas over time, make meaningful connections between prior and new learning, and increasingly apply what they know with confidence and independence.
We recognise the context of our school and the community we serve. Our curriculum therefore deliberately develops language, vocabulary, communication, cultural knowledge and wider experiences. It provides pupils with both the essential knowledge they need to understand the world and opportunities to encounter people, places, ideas and experiences beyond their immediate lives.
Ambitious for every child
All pupils are entitled to a rich and challenging curriculum.
We maintain high expectations for pupils with SEND, pupils experiencing disadvantage, pupils learning English as an additional language and those who need additional support to access learning. Adaptation is used to remove barriers to learning rather than unnecessarily reducing curriculum ambition.
Our aim is not simply for children to access today's lesson, but to develop the knowledge, language and independence that enable them to participate increasingly successfully in the curriculum over time.
Knowledge that builds
Our curriculum identifies the important substantive and disciplinary knowledge pupils need in each subject.
Learning is deliberately sequenced so that new knowledge builds on secure foundations. Teachers make prior learning explicit, teach new content clearly and provide regular opportunities for pupils to retrieve, practise, apply and reflect.
Our Learning Loop — Retrieve → Teach & Model → Practise → Apply → Reflect — provides a consistent approach to helping pupils learn and remember.
Strong subject disciplines
Each subject has a clear purpose, progression and body of knowledge.
English, Mathematics, Science, Computing, French, Music, PE, PSHCE and the wider curriculum are planned progressively across the school.
Our enquiry-led topics bring together carefully selected learning from History, Geography, Religious Education, Art & Design and Design Technology where connections are meaningful. Subjects retain their own identity and disciplinary thinking; connections are made to strengthen learning rather than create superficial themes.
Language and reading at the heart of learning
Reading, communication and vocabulary are fundamental to accessing the whole curriculum.
We explicitly teach pupils to read and provide regular opportunities to read, listen, speak, discuss and write across subjects. Carefully selected texts introduce pupils to rich language, important ideas, different cultures and perspectives, and experiences beyond their own.
Teachers deliberately identify, teach and revisit the vocabulary pupils need to think, communicate and succeed within each subject.
A curriculum that broadens horizons
We want children to experience more than can be learned from a page or screen.
Visits, visitors, performances, sport, music, art, outdoor learning, leadership opportunities and our wider enrichment offer bring curriculum learning to life and broaden pupils' understanding of what is possible.
These experiences are an entitlement rather than an optional extra, particularly because we recognise the importance of ensuring that every child has access to a rich range of experiences.
Belonging, character and responsibility
Our curriculum helps pupils understand themselves, other people and the communities and world to which they belong.
Through our curriculum, DR TIMP, Team Tactics, assemblies, relationships and wider school life, pupils learn about democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect, tolerance, protected characteristics and their responsibilities towards others.
We deliberately develop pupils who are Ready, Respectful, Responsible, Reflective, Resilient and Reciprocal.
We want pupils to leave North Mead knowledgeable and curious, but also compassionate, confident and prepared to contribute positively to their communities.
Preparing children for what comes next
By the end of Year 6, we want pupils to have secure foundations for secondary education and for life beyond school.
They should possess a strong body of knowledge; read, write and communicate confidently; reason and solve problems; think within different subject disciplines; understand perspectives beyond their own; and have the confidence to continue learning.
Ultimately, our curriculum exists to ensure that every child leaves North Mead having achieved, experienced, belonged and thrived — equipped with the knowledge, character and ambition to take their next steps successfully.

