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Know more. Remember more. Do more.
Every Child. Every Lesson. Every Day.


1. Our Curriculum Architecture
North Mead’s curriculum is ambitious, knowledge-rich and deliberately sequenced. It combines strong subject disciplines with purposeful connections so that pupils build secure knowledge, develop increasingly sophisticated ways of thinking and experience a rich primary education.
	Curriculum element
	North Mead approach

	Teaching model
	Learning Loop: Retrieve → Teach & Model → Practise → Apply → Reflect.

	Topics
	Six enquiry-led units in Years 1–6 combining a clear humanities discipline with Art & Design or Design Technology.

	English
	Reading, phonics, fluency, comprehension and writing are explicitly taught; high-quality texts also enrich wider curriculum learning.

	Mathematics
	White Rose provides the curriculum spine, supported by Mastering Number and deliberate fluency development.

	Science
	A progressive science curriculum with working scientifically embedded throughout.

	Foundation subjects
	Computing, French, Music, PE and PSHCE are taught through their own progressive subject curricula.

	RE & personal development
	RE is taught through the agreed curriculum, including selected topic connections. DR TIMP and Team Tactics reinforce personal development across school life.

	Sustainability
	Environmental responsibility is developed through curriculum content, practical action and enrichment.

	Inclusion
	The intended curriculum remains ambitious for all pupils. Adaptation changes access, scaffolding, communication and support rather than lowering the ambition of what pupils should learn.


Curriculum subjects
English • Mathematics • Science • History • Geography • Religious Education • Art & Design • Design Technology • Computing • French • Music • Physical Education • PSHCE • Sustainability
Early Years Foundation Stage
EYFS provides the foundations for the whole curriculum. Learning is organised through the seven areas of learning, with communication and language, personal, social and emotional development and physical development underpinning literacy, mathematics, understanding the world and expressive arts and design. Carefully planned continuous provision, adult-led teaching, stories, talk, play, exploration and first-hand experiences prepare children for the disciplinary and subject-specific learning that follows in Year 1.
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2. Years 1–6 Curriculum at a Glance
Each unit represents one half-term. The enquiry question protects subject purpose while helping pupils make meaningful connections.
	Year
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year 1
	Where Do We Belong in the World?

Geography
Art – Drawing & Mixed Media
	What is Special About London?

Geography
DT – Structures
	What Makes a Good Community?

RE
Art – Portraiture, Painting & Collage
	How Do We Know About the Past?

History
DT – Textiles
	What is Beyond Our World?

Geography
DT – Mechanisms
	Why Should We Protect Our Oceans?

Geography
Art – Sculpture

	Year 2
	Why Do People Live in Different Places?

Geography
DT – Structures
	Why Did the Great Fire Spread?

History
Art – Painting
	How Do People Overcome Fear?

RE
Art – Drawing & Pastel
	How Do Stories Reflect Belief?

RE
DT – Mechanisms
	Why Are Journeys Important?

Humanities / RE
DT – Food
	Why Do Animals Need Protecting?

Geography
Art – Sculpture

	Year 3
	How Do Humans Shape Coastal Environments?

Geography
Art – Drawing & Painting
	How Does Climate Shape How People Live?

Geography
DT – Textiles
	How Did Life Change in the Stone Age?

History
Art – Drawing & Natural Pigments
	Why Do Oceans Matter?

Geography
DT – Structures
	How Do Journeys Transform Places?

Geography
DT – Mechanisms
	What Happens When Cultures Meet?

History / RE
Art – Print & Pattern

	Year 4
	How Do Humans and Animals Interact?

Geography
DT – Electrical Systems
	How Do Places Shape Identity and Belief?

History / RE
Art – Architecture & Pattern
	What Happened at Pompeii?

History
Art – Mosaic
	What is Life Like on Islands?

Geography
DT – Food
	Why Are Rainforests Important?

Geography
Art – Botanical Drawing & Painting
	How Has Our Local Area Changed?

History
DT – Structures

	Year 5
	How Have People Changed the World?

History
Art – Portraiture & Symbolism
	What Can We Learn from Anglo-Saxons?

History
DT – Textiles
	What Did Vikings Believe?

History
Art – Relief Sculpture
	Why Is Education a Right?

RE
DT – Electrical Systems
	How Do Humans Impact the Environment?

Geography
DT – Food
	How Does Art Express Identity and Belief?

RE
Art – Mixed Media

	Year 6
	What Was the Impact of the Holocaust?

History
Art – Memorial Art & Sculpture
	Why Should We Protect Endangered Species?

Geography
DT – Electrical / Programmable Control
	What Do Stories Teach About Human Nature?

RE
Art – Figurative & Abstract Sculpture
	How Do Humans Adapt?

Geography / History
DT – Technical Textiles
	Why Do People Explore?

Geography
DT – Mechanical Systems
	How Does Shakespeare Still Matter?

History
Art – Theatre & Visual Design




3. Year 1 Topic Sequence
	Unit
	Enquiry question
	Humanities / RE
	Creative focus
	Core text

	1
	Where Do We Belong in the World?
	Geography
	Art – Drawing & Mixed Media
	Here We Are

	2
	What is Special About London?
	Geography
	DT – Structures
	Katie in London

	3
	What Makes a Good Community?
	RE
	Art – Portraiture, Painting & Collage
	The Lion Inside

	4
	How Do We Know About the Past?
	History
	DT – Textiles
	Missing Mammoth

	5
	What is Beyond Our World?
	Geography
	DT – Mechanisms
	Toys in Space

	6
	Why Should We Protect Our Oceans?
	Geography
	Art – Sculpture
	Somebody Swallowed Stanley


Progression emphasis: local place and belonging → UK knowledge → community → historical evidence → world location → environmental responsibility.


3. Year 2 Topic Sequence
	Unit
	Enquiry question
	Humanities / RE
	Creative focus
	Core text

	1
	Why Do People Live in Different Places?
	Geography
	DT – Structures
	Troll Swap

	2
	Why Did the Great Fire Spread?
	History
	Art – Painting
	Great Fire of London

	3
	How Do People Overcome Fear?
	RE
	Art – Drawing & Pastel
	The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark

	4
	How Do Stories Reflect Belief?
	RE
	DT – Mechanisms
	Curriculum text

	5
	Why Are Journeys Important?
	Humanities / RE
	DT – Food
	Curriculum text

	6
	Why Do Animals Need Protecting?
	Geography
	Art – Sculpture
	Curriculum text


Progression emphasis: contrasting places, significant events, belief and courage, journeys and the relationship between people, animals and environments.


3. Year 3 Topic Sequence
	Unit
	Enquiry question
	Humanities / RE
	Creative focus
	Core text

	1
	How Do Humans Shape Coastal Environments?
	Geography
	Art – Drawing & Painting
	Seal Surfer

	2
	How Does Climate Shape How People Live?
	Geography
	DT – Textiles
	Winter’s Child

	3
	How Did Life Change in the Stone Age?
	History
	Art – Drawing & Natural Pigments
	Curriculum text

	4
	Why Do Oceans Matter?
	Geography
	DT – Structures
	Big Blue Whale

	5
	How Do Journeys Transform Places?
	Geography
	DT – Mechanisms
	Journey

	6
	What Happens When Cultures Meet?
	History / RE
	Art – Print & Pattern
	Zeraffa Giraffa


Progression emphasis: more systematic map work and fieldwork, climate, prehistory, ocean systems, migration and cultural encounter.


3. Year 4 Topic Sequence
	Unit
	Enquiry question
	Humanities / RE
	Creative focus
	Core text

	1
	How Do Humans and Animals Interact?
	Geography
	DT – Electrical Systems
	Gorilla

	2
	How Do Places Shape Identity and Belief?
	History / RE
	Art – Architecture & Pattern
	Leon and the Place Between

	3
	What Happened at Pompeii?
	History
	Art – Mosaic
	Escape from Pompeii

	4
	What is Life Like on Islands?
	Geography
	DT – Food
	Island

	5
	Why Are Rainforests Important?
	Geography
	Art – Botanical Drawing & Painting
	Rainforests

	6
	How Has Our Local Area Changed?
	History
	DT – Structures
	Blue John


Progression emphasis: conservation, ancient civilisation, Romans, comparative geography, rainforest systems and evidence-rich local history.


3. Year 5 Topic Sequence
	Unit
	Enquiry question
	Humanities / RE
	Creative focus
	Core text

	1
	How Have People Changed the World?
	History
	Art – Portraiture & Symbolism
	Young Gifted and Black

	2
	What Can We Learn from Anglo-Saxons?
	History
	DT – Textiles
	Beowulf

	3
	What Did Vikings Believe?
	History
	Art – Relief Sculpture
	Arthur and the Golden Rope

	4
	Why Is Education a Right?
	RE
	DT – Electrical Systems
	Malala’s Magic Pencil

	5
	How Do Humans Impact the Environment?
	Geography
	DT – Food
	The Paper Bag Prince

	6
	How Does Art Express Identity and Belief?
	RE
	Art – Mixed Media
	Radiant Child


Progression emphasis: historical significance, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, rights and justice, sustainability, identity and interpretation.


3. Year 6 Topic Sequence
	Unit
	Enquiry question
	Humanities / RE
	Creative focus
	Core text

	1
	What Was the Impact of the Holocaust?
	History
	Art – Memorial Art & Sculpture
	Star of Fear, Star of Hope

	2
	Why Should We Protect Endangered Species?
	Geography
	DT – Electrical / Programmable Control
	Can We Save the Tiger

	3
	What Do Stories Teach About Human Nature?
	RE
	Art – Figurative & Abstract Sculpture
	The Selfish Giant

	4
	How Do Humans Adapt?
	Geography / History
	DT – Technical Textiles
	Island / Jemmy Button

	5
	Why Do People Explore?
	Geography
	DT – Mechanical Systems
	Manfish

	6
	How Does Shakespeare Still Matter?
	History
	Art – Theatre & Visual Design
	Shakespeare


Progression emphasis: complex historical and ethical questions, biodiversity, interpretation, Maya comparison, global exploration and historical legacy.


4. Progression Across the Topic Curriculum
History chronology and statutory spine
KS1: Changes within living memory; evidence about the local past; Great Fire of London.
Year 3: Stone Age to Iron Age; Ancient Greece and cultural encounter.
Year 4: Earliest civilisations and Ancient Egypt; Roman Empire and impact on Britain; local history.
Year 5: Anglo-Saxons and Scots; Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle.
Year 6: Maya civilisation c. AD900; Shakespeare/early modern Britain; modern history including the Holocaust.
Geography disciplinary progression
	Year
	Progression expectation

	Year 1
	Observe local features; aerial photographs; simple maps and symbols.

	Year 2
	Simple compass directions; routes; comparison with a contrasting non-European locality.

	Year 3
	Atlases and digital mapping; coastal/environmental fieldwork; global lines of latitude.

	Year 4
	Historical/OS-style maps, keys and four-figure grid references; regional comparison.

	Year 5
	Environmental data; trade, resource distribution and sustainability.

	Year 6
	Longitude, time zones, digital mapping and increasingly independent enquiry; six-figure grid references where appropriate.


Art & Design progression
Across KS2, sketchbooks are used to record, investigate, experiment, develop, refine and evaluate. Named artists, architects, designers and historical art traditions are used as sources for analysis and inspiration rather than copying. Pupils progress from foundational line, shape, colour, texture and form towards increasingly independent composition, symbolism, abstraction, interpretation and refinement.
Design Technology progression
Years 1–2: Simple drawings/templates and verbal design criteria; joining, structures, mechanisms, textiles and food.
Year 3: Annotated sketches, pattern pieces and prototypes; linkages, structures and more purposeful textile design.
Year 4: Annotated sketches, models and simple cross-sectional views; electrical systems, food seasonality and reinforced structures.
Year 5: More precise pattern pieces and technical diagrams; complex electrical systems, sustainable food and accurate textiles.
Year 6: Exploded/digital/CAD drawings where appropriate; programmable control, technical textiles and gears/pulleys/cams.


5. Whole-School Subject Delivery Overview
	Subject
	Whole-school approach

	English
	Read Write Inc. phonics in KS1; reading fluency and comprehension; Accelerated Reader/Star and NGRT in KS2; Pathways to Write for writing; explicit vocabulary, spoken language, grammar and spelling.

	Mathematics
	White Rose curriculum spine; Mastering Number; deliberate fluency, reasoning and problem solving; multiplication fluency and statutory MTC preparation.

	Science
	Progresses from observation, classification and simple comparison towards increasingly systematic enquiry, variables, evidence, reliability and evaluation. Working scientifically is embedded throughout.

	Computing
	Purple Mash supports a progressive computing curriculum including computer science, information technology and digital literacy, with online safety threaded throughout.

	French
	Primary Languages Network supports progressive French from KS2, building phonics, vocabulary, grammar, listening, speaking, reading and writing.

	Music
	Charanga supports progressive listening, singing, performing, improvising and composing, alongside wider performance and enrichment opportunities.

	PE
	Progressive PE curriculum, Daily Boost and swimming. Pupils develop physical competence, teamwork, healthy participation and increasingly sophisticated application of skills.

	PSHCE
	Progressive personal, social, health, citizenship and economic education, reinforced through wider personal development, safeguarding, relationships, pupil voice and school culture.

	RE
	Beliefs, practices and worldviews are explored progressively, with pupils moving from recognising belonging and practice towards comparison, interpretation, reasoning and evaluation.

	Sustainability
	Environmental knowledge and responsibility are deliberately revisited through oceans, habitats, conservation, rainforests, resources, sustainable food, biodiversity and practical school action.


Assessment and remembering
Assessment is used to establish what pupils know, remember and can do. Retrieval is built into the Learning Loop. Teachers use questioning, observation, pupil work and subject-specific assessment to identify what has been secured and what needs further teaching. Statutory and standardised assessments sit alongside, rather than replace, day-to-day curriculum assessment.
What this overview is for
This document is the high-level map. It should be read alongside subject curriculum overviews, progression documents, statutory coverage tables, unit overviews, assessment guidance and year-group planning. Those documents provide the detailed knowledge, vocabulary, disciplinary progression and lesson-level expectations behind this overview.
